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into a Cupid, and Nike became a woman stooping
to tie her sandal, as the Virgin and Child of
Early Italian art became at a later period the
pretty domestic picture of the artist's wife and child.
Indian religion has been always a search for the infinite,
seeking to escape the limitations of individuality and time
and space ; how could it then be satisfied with the
beautiful divine humanities of Hellas, or with represen-
tations of merely human figures ? We must then in
looking at Oriental art judge, not by our own precon-
ceived ideas, but by its own standards. If we cannot
sympathise with the aims of an alien art, so be it, it is
our limitation. It may be thus a limitation in some that
they cannot realise in full all the significance of the art
of Hellas ; it is a limitation imposed by temperament and
inheritance. But they recognize the futility of judging
it by an Indian standard, because the Greek artist did
not even want to say what the Indian strove to say. It
is equally futile to criticise Indian art by a Hellenic
standard. Even in limitations there are advantages ;
through concentration comes understanding, intensity, and
fruitfulness, while eclecticism brings with it the danger of
indifference. But limitations need not mean intolerance :
and as it is worth while for man. and woman to try to-
understand each other, however far their points of view
must also differ, so also it is worth while for the East and
West to understand each other's art. Perhaps in their
difference humanity will find a complementary perfection
greater than any single manifestation of the human spirit
can achieve alone. If then humanity would be so much
poorer for the loss of either art, do we do well to complain
of either for being what it has never striven to be, do we
do wisely in rejecting an alien art contemptuously, because*